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to the usual humour of the Chinese, and to their insistence
upon sanity and right relations. Surely this is to forget the
claims of the living in an immoderate and theatrical filial
If we compare with this piety Wu-ti's butchery of the
whole family of his son and heir, we may get a fair picture
of the Han, whose passions were strong, and whose
natural affections were too often blunted by licence. They
were often poets and scholars: Liu-che the sixth emperor,
for example, was a great patron of the arts and of literature.
Under him flourished the historian Sse-ma-ch'ien and
other writers, and he emphasized the importance of music
in education.
The Shih-chi or 'Historical Record* of Sse-ma-ch'ien is
a history of China for a thousand years down to the writer's
time (100 b.c.)*   It has 130 chapters, and is arranged
under five heads: (i) Annals of the Throne, (2) Chrono-
logical Tables, (3) Music, Rites, Calendar, Sec., (4) Annals
of the Nobility, (5) Biographies of Eminent Men. Loose
and incoherent in style, yet it became the model for all
Chinese history. Written on bamboo tablets, this immense
book of over half a million words was printed on paper at
a later date. For both are early Chinese inventions, paper
being made in the Han era, and block-prints some cen-
turies later. Already by the end of the second century a.d,
rubbings were being token of the incised stone tablets of
the Confucian books, and in a.d. 400 the invention of ink
led on to the use of wood-blocks. The first experiments
in book-printing were made as early as the sixth century
in Buddhist monasteries, and Japan is the proud possessor
of the oldest printed book in existence, made in a.d. 770,
very near the beginnings of her civilization.
As we have seen, this age recovered and edited the
Classics. In a.d. 175 they were engraved on stone, and
from now on the Book of Rites, the Book of History > the Book
of Change^ ihtBook of Odes and the musical airs arranged
by K'ung Fu-tse to accompany them, are models, and with,
his dry record of the State of Lu—Spring and Autumn

